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Departrrrent of I{rrrnan Services
Division of Family Assistance

1303 Hospital Ground, STE 1

St. Thomas, Virgin Islands,00802
Phone (340)774-7725 Fax (340) 777-5449

December 30,2020

Bonnie Brathwaite
SNAP Regional Division Director
USDA/FNS Northeast Regional Office
10 Causeway Street, Room 501

Boston, MA 02222

Dear Ms. Brathwaite:

Please accept this letter as our ofhcial request for a one-year waiver to exempt Abled

Bodies Without Dependents (ABAWDs) throughout the Territory from January l,

2021 to December 31, 2021, from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

(SNAP) time limits at TCFR 273.24. The ABAWD and DOL data stats are attached.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information.

Sincerely,

Natalie Bailey
Administrator

Ms. Pauline Dawes
Mrs. Emmanueline Archer

E-mail: naatalie.bailey@dhs.vi.gov
Phone: (340)772-7101 or (340) Fax: (340) 777-5449

l-.



STATE WAIVER REQUEST

1. Waiver Serial Number (if applicable): 2150046

2. Type ofrequest: Extension and modification

3, Statutory citation: Section 6(o) ofthe Food and Nutrition Act of2008, as amended

4, Regulatory citation: 7 CFR273.24

5. State: Vtgin Islands

6, Region: NERO

7. Regulatory requirements: Section 6(o) ofthe Food and Nutrition Act of 200g, as
amended, provides that no able-bodied adult without dependents (ABAWD) shall be
eligible to participate in the supplemental Nutrition Assistance program (SNAp) as a
member of any household ifthe individual received program benefits for more than 3
months during any 3-year period in which the individual was subject to but did not
comply with the ABAWD work requirement. Section 6(o) also provides that, upon
the request ofthe State agency, the Secretary may waive the applicabillty of tfre l-
month ABAWD time limit for any group of individuals in the State if the Secretary
makes a determination that the area in which the individuals reside has an
unempioyment rate of over 10 percent or does not have a suffrcient number ofjobs to
provide employment for the individuals.

8. Description of alternative procedures: The U.S. virgin Islands is requesting to
exempt able-bodied adults without dependents (ABAWDs) on the entirl U.S. 

-
territory from the SNAP time limit at7 CFR273.24.

9. Justification for request:
Under SNAP regulations at 7 CFR 273.24(De), arcasmay qualift for an ABAWD
time limit waiver if they have insufficient jobs. To support this ciaim, states may
submit evidence that an area has an average unemployment rate for a 24-month iime
period that is at least 20 percent above the national average for the same 24-month
period. 7 CFR 273.24(f)(6) provides that States may define areas to be waived.

The U.S. Virgin Islands is eligible for a waiver based on the island's average
unemployment rate for the 24-month period of December 20 I g through November
2020. The national average unemployment rate for this 24-month period was 5.7
percent; 20 percent above this was 6.9 percent. The tenitory,s unemployment rate
for this period was 8 percent. These unemployment mtes are calc.laied'from data



obtained from the Virgin Islands Department of Labor, since the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics does not collect data for this territory.r

10. Anticipated impact on households and state egency operations: This waiver will
provide consistency for state operations.

11. Caseload information, including percen( characteristics, and qualit5r control
error rate for effection portion (if appliceble): This waiver affects the entire
territory.

12. Anticipated implementation date and time period for which waiver is needed:
The U.S. Virgin Islands is requesting a one-year waiver from January l, 2021
ttrrough December 31, 2021.

13, Proposed quelity control review procedures: There are no quality control
procedures involved.

14. State agency submitting waiver request and Stete contrct person: US Virgin
Islands, Departrnent of Human Sen ices, Division of Family Assistance, Ms. lriatalie
Bailey

15. Signeture and title of requesting officiel:

Z.Z"Z-
Title: Administrator
Email for tansmission of response: natalie.bailev@dhs.vi.sov

16. Date ofrequest: December 22, 2020

17. State agency strff contact (name/email/telephone): Emmanueline Archer,
emmanueline.archer@dhs.vi.sov (340) 77 44309 ext 4309

18. Regiond ofice contrct per$n (to be comphted by FNS regionel office):

Virgin Islends Deperhent of Labor Strtistics Unemployment Datr
Decembcr 201E through November 2020

Labor
Force

Unemployment
Rate

85,085 1,063,863 8.0Y.
207o Above National Average
Tbreshold 6.9o/o

I The.data us€dio $ppotlhis reques was downloodcd Aom fie Virgin Islands Deparrrnent oflabor
website: https ://lnaw.vidolvicws.org/csipub/index.asn?docid=430.

Unemployed

Virgin Islands

d



Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)

Virgln blord. J6nurry mt8 44.829
Vlrgin tshnds F€brusry,2018 (,626
Vlrlh blard! M6rch.2018 /t4,98S

Vkqln lstands Aprll.zol8 44j35
Vlrghblond! Mry2018 1l.690
Vlrgln bbndr Jun6,2018 rts,3oo

Vltlh lslarld3 Jut,2ota 41p%
vlrcln lshnd! tu9ust,2018 15,261
Vkgh llh.lds Sopt€mb.r,2018 45.039
vlrgin totands octob.r,2018 4tsoE
Vhsln lsl rd! tao/.mb.r,2018 ato22
Vlqinbland. D.cemb.r,2018 aS.447
Vlrgln ld.rtr Jinu.ry 2019 41,359
Vlr9hblsrd. Fobrua.y,2otg 41,606
Vlrgblrl.rd. Msrch,2019 11:t76
Vlr0lnlsbn6Aprll,z0tg 43,556
VlBh l!l.rxr. Mry2019 49,030
vlrghbhrd. "!nq2o19 19,q4
vkgln lihndr Jut,2O19 43,591
VlQln blands Au!u.! ZO19 12,AZg
Vlryln lrhrt8 s.pt mb.r,2019 4Zgl
VlEln ldsrd! ocr6ber,2ol9 42,004
Vkgln lrl $a l\loveobcr,2019 /12,479

Vlrlh lsl!ftls Mer,2019 42,933
Vj0ln bl.nd6 Jsauary m2O 45,3gt
Vlrlln lll6ndr F.bruory 2020 45,699
Virgln blaods M&ch,m2o ,t6,00:r

Vlroln lslandB 4p.11,2020 11119
Vhlh bl.odt Mry2q20 42538
Vl.gln blends Juno,2020 17,0A6
VlEh l6l6nd! Jut,2020 17,Sio
vkgin tst.rld. Argusr,2ozo 45.a3lt
Vlrgin blan& S.pt6mb.r. Z02O 46,249
vlrgin lsl ds octobcr,2020 4s,713
VlrOln lsl6nd3 Not./i'6r,,2o2} 44,477
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and for lslands in Tlme Periods
table belorv shoue the not lslands in Time

lslands

Downloaded: 1.2n312020

lElands 24-ironth

Year Poriod Labor Force Unemployed
Unemployment

Rate Start date End date Labor force Unemployment
Unemploynent Rrtr

(Roud.d)
20't8 481

9.60/o

9.50/o

9.3%
9.3Yo

9.5%
9.3%
7.60h
7.3%
72%
5.90/o

6.39o
7.304

6.6%
B.7Yo

6.1%

5.7o/o

6.1o/o

6.4%

44985
4148

4'

41
Feb

2784
43556

2796
43591

6.070

5.9%
5.70/o

5.3%
5.2o/o

4.90/o

4.510
4.8o/o

11.1Yo

13.61o
13.5o/o

12.5o/o

12.2Y0

12.7Yo

11.2o/o

8.8o/o

2254
2219
2222

45699
Mar

6352
5947

48433

G
44477

'1051039 76,812 7.32018
1051541 74,219 7.1
1052614

2018
662018

20€ 10*+416 7 6.7
6.92018

1059050 75,418 7.12018
77,192 7.32018

1s,2792 79,429 7.52018 rG4003 81 7.7
'164408 83,837 7.92018 1$3863 85,08s 8.0

2019
202019 -2019
201 I
2019

2019

20'19

20t9

2020
2A20
2020
2020

)20
2020

2020
2020

Fets.'|8 JarF2o-
Mar-18

C
Mav-'|8

Fob-20
Mar-20--
Aor2o 

--Jun-18
Jul-18
Aus-1€

w-2o
Jun-fr
Jul-20

60-18 u04o
ct-18 ,p-20

l

,v-18 Oct-20
)ec-1 E ,v-20
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u.s. BUREAU oF LABoR srArsrcs

Databases, Tables & Calculators by Subject

Ch.rtroutputoptiotE From: 2Ot8 y To: 2O2O v @

Oincludegraptrs Dincludeannualaveages Mora Formlttlng options*

Data extracted on: oecember23, 2020 (11:59:46AM)

LaborFort Sitdc3fiolltll. GflatPopuhicosnruy

SGrl6ld: 1NU01000000
Not Seasonally Adjusted
SdL. tiu.: (Unadj) Civilian Labor Fore Lsel
t bortoECrtrtur: Civiliantaborforce
Typaotdrt: Numberinthousands
At: 16yea6andover

oountord: [t.ntrl
Jrn F.b Oct Xor, DCC

161280 161765 r63734 162723 152655 162510

164386 164007
164235 15797s r60966

1 : Data afiected population contDls.

JulImYaar l{rr
2018 160037(1) r6t494 r61548 1532rl
20r9 162104(r) 162793 r6z6ss i 1o4uo 16491

161909

164019

2020

152823 162097

162537 Ii58:10 160883 161374

163943 154576

150073 161053

r6t958

Srrl6ld: 1NU03000O00

Not Seasonalty Adj6ted
Scrl.stltL3 (UnadJ)Unemploymentt€vel
LaboriortcttrbE: Unemplo!€d
Typ.ofd.tt3 Numberinthousands
lgC: l6)r€arsando\rer

Downlo.d3 I i.d3r

Jan F.b Mar

7189 7091

JulJun

6730

Oct l{d Dcr

@29

s503

10520

7140 6625

2020 6504

Yaar

667r 593220lE

2019 53876382

57ry

5503

5218 7370 22504 20514

6292 6s56

18072 16882

6812 6370

6?9_

1i742
5441

5766

12277

5{55

5771

s510

SGric, ld: 1NU04000000
Not Seasonally Adjusted
s.ricstftlGr (Unadj)UnemploymentRate
L.boriorccat tur: Unemploymentrate
Typ.ofdatl: Percentorrate
A8a: l6yearsand over

Downlold3 8:.n*r

r4.4 8.s

U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR SIATISTICS Postal square EulUlrE 2 Massadrrcetts Avenue NE washingbn, Dc 20212-0001

Telephme:1-202{91-5200- Federal Rday service:l{00-877-889_ wunrr.brs.oor cmtact r.rs

Jen t{al
4.5 4.4 4.1

4.4 4.1 3.9

APT lr.y Jun LoY

3.7 3.6 _4.2
3.8

/t.l 3.9 3.6 35 3.5, 3.7
2019 3.3 3.4 4.0 3.8 3.3 33 33 i 3.4

+.0i3.8, +-s r3.0 IL2 10.5 7.7 6.42020

Dacoct

6.6

JUT

https://datr.bb.govhdq/Sqtyoltps6svlst
il1

Vaal

2018



AREAS IN VIRGIN ISLANDS IS ELIGELE FOR AN ABATVD TIilE UTIT WAIVER ON THE AASEI OF
DEC 2018 - NCn, m20
UNETPLOYiIEIIT RATE!}

Ploaso seg worksheet €ntiflad "Step 1-4. lor mmthly tebor fqco nmbers
Please s€e rcrkEhst entitl€d "Step 1-4,,lor 24flonlh labor forcs totals
Ploeso s€e worksheot entiflad ,,Step 

1-4,, for monthly unsmployed numb€E
Pl@sE see rcrksheet ontiilad ,,Step 1-4,,tor 24-moth unomployed totalg

Totrl
laborlom

Totrl nmoar
otun]rdoy.d

85.O85

229,&3

AEr.ga
Uncrlployrnent Rlto

(mrcudea)

0.o79tr77

o.067270

Awregr
UnarlPloyl'llt Rrt
(.1dccllrl.l pbco,

o.0799

0.0572
0.0686

t rr.lrybymnt R.tt
(rilllddy by 10O)

AYorags

7.@

5.72
6.86

Avarrga
Utrcrployrnt fute
(ora daclmC plac.,

8.0
8Eolrld.lnrlln lCards t,O&i,063

N.ilond Unrrploymnt 9,099,665
Trrilhold - 2Ot Abor th. }..!ondAy.r.g.

Source: US Virgtn ldmds Deparlmont ot Labor

5.7
8.0


